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When the folks at South African IT firm Unlimited grew frustrated by their 

broadband speed they didn't get in a flap -- instead they decided to set up a 

little race. Eleven-month-old carrier pigeon Winston took to the skies clutching 

a USB stick and made it to the company's Durban office in far less time than 

the same document transferring via ADSL using the country's leading internet 

service network Telkom.  

Winston, who has his own Facebook page with 2,800 fans and counting, took 

just 1 hour and 8 minutes to fly the 60 miles between Unlimited offices. In that 

time, just 4 per cent of the data transferred via broadband. Even with an hour 

to upload the data from Winston's encrypted 4GB USB stick, it was quicker 

than the 6-hour transfer speed. And you thought your Internet connection was 

slow.  

While this particular episode of catch the pigeon has the pungent whiff of a PR 

stunt, it certainly highlights the Internet-access issues faced by many in South 

Carrier Pigeon VS the Internet: Guess Which One is Faster  

Africa. Just one fiber-optic cable connects the country to Europe, although more are planned to be operational by the 

World Cup next summer. In the meantime, Unlimited reckons Winston will continue to wing his way between offices. For 

the bird world, that's a real cooé Ʈ 

The DTV Transition in Alaska 
Does Not Go Smoothly...  

Calendar of Events  
Oct 14 - SCMA Club Meeting  

Oct 31 - Halloween 

Nov 1 - Daylight Saving Time Ends (Fall Back) 

Nov 3 - Election Day 

Nov 11 - Veterans Day 

Nov 11 - SCMA Club Meeting  

Nov 26 - Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 9 - SCMA Christmas Party  

Dec 12 - Hanukkah 

Dec 25 - Christmas Day 

Jan 1 - New Yearôs Day 

Jan 13 - SCMA Club Meeting  

Jan 18 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Feb 10 - SCMA Club Meeting  
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SCMA Visits Coast Guard 
Air Station Los Angeles  

On September 19, 2009 a contingent of SCMA Members  visited the 

United States Coast Guard Air Station Los Angeles at Los Angeles Inter-

national Airport. Lt. David Merriman, a pilot of one of the Stationôs HH-

65C helicopters, conducted the tour for the Club. 

During the tour, Members were shown the entire Air Station including the 

Operations Center, the hanger where maintenance was underway, the 

ramp, and, of course, the helicopters!   

Along the way, we met with personnel who were all very friendly and 

helpful, answering our questions as they worked. The SCMA would like to thank everyone at the Coast Guard Air Station 

Los Angeles  who opened their doors to our group and spent hours showing us around, answering questions, and mak-

ing this tour one of the best weôve ever had. 

Photos on this page by Rich Sauer. More photos are available at the SCMA Web Site. Ʈ 


